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In our administration, with the Attorney
General Janet Reno, our outstanding FBI Di-
rector Louis Freeh, and the Drug Policy Co-
ordinator Lee Brown, we have a dedicated
team of people used to fighting crime, deter-
mined to restore security for our people, de-
termined to give our young people another
chance. We are dedicated to restoring and
expanding personal security for people who
work hard and play by the rules. We’re dedi-
cated to insisting on more responsibility from
those who should exercise it. We have a com-
prehensive crime bill that says we need more
police, fewer guns, tougher laws, and new
alternatives for first offenders. We’re asking
for a new direction in the control of illegal
drugs to make our streets safer. We’re asking
all our people to take more personal respon-
sibility for their health, their lives, and the
well-being of their children.

I believe the American people have de-
cided simply and finally they are sick and
tired of living in fear. They are prepared to
reach beyond the slogans and the easy an-
swers to support what works, to experiment
with new ideas, and to finally, finally do
something about this crime and violence. If
we do it together, we’ll make America more
prosperous and more secure. We’ll have the
courage, the self-confidence, the openness to
make the other changes we need to make
to put the American people first in the
months and years to come.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
9:40 a.m. on October 23 in the Oval Office at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
October 23.

Remarks on the 200th Anniversary of
the Capitol and the Reinstallation of
the Statue of Freedom
October 23, 1993

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, distinguished leaders of the House and
Senate, Mr. Justice Blackmun, my fellow
Americans.

We come here today to celebrate the
200th birthday of this great building, the cor-
nerstone of our Republic. We come here to
watch our Capitol made whole 130 years

after the beautiful Statue of Freedom was
first raised above this Capitol.

This is a moment of unity in this great city
of ours so often known for its conflicts. In
this moment, we all agree, we know in our
minds and feel in our hearts the words that
Thomas Jefferson spoke in the first Inaugural
Address ever given on these grounds. He said
that people of little faith were doubtful about
America’s future, but he believed our Gov-
ernment was the world’s best hope.

What was that hope? The hope that still
endures that in this country every man and
woman without regard to race or region or
station in life would have the freedom to live
up to the fullest of his or her God-given po-
tential; the hope that every citizen would get
from Government not a guarantee but the
promise of an opportunity to do one’s best,
to have an equal chance, for the most humble
and the most well born, to do what God
meant for them to be able to do.

That hope was almost dashed in the great
Civil War. When the Statue of Freedom was
raised, many people questioned whether
Abraham Lincoln should permit this work to
go on. But he said, during the war when so
many thought our country would come to an
end, that if people see the Capitol going on,
it is a sign we intend the Union to go on.
In 1865, Abraham Lincoln gave the first In-
augural Address ever given under the Statue
of Freedom. And he said, ‘‘With malice to-
ward none, with charity for all, with firmness
in the right as God gives us to see the right,
let us strive on to finish the work we are in.’’
And in that, the greatest of all Presidential
Inaugural Addresses, Abraham Lincoln gave
us our charge for today, for the work of keep-
ing the hope of America alive never finishes.

It is not enough for use to be mere stew-
ards of our inheritance. We must always be
the architects of its renewal. The Capitol is
here after 200 years, this beautiful Statute
of Freedom can be raised, renewed after 130
years, because our forebearers never stopped
thinking about tomorrow.

We require the freedom to preserve what
is best and the freedom to change, the free-
dom to explore, the freedom to build, the
freedom to grow. My fellow Americans, I tell
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you that perhaps the biggest of our problems
today is that too many of our people no
longer believe the future can be better than
the past. And too many others, most of them
young, have no connection to the future
whatsoever because their present is so cha-
otic. But the future, the future has a claim
on all of us.

We have, because of our birthright as
Americans, a moral obligation to face the
day’s challenges and to make tomorrow bet-
ter than today. All we really owe to this great
country after 200 years is to make sure that
200 years from now this building will still be
here and our grandchildren many genera-
tions in the future will be here to celebrate
it anew.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:33 p.m. at the
West Front of the Capitol.

Remarks at the B’nai B’rith 150th
Anniversary Havdalah Service
October 23, 1993

Thank you very much. Mr. Schiner, Mr.
Spitzer, distinguished platform guests, ladies
and gentlemen. Hillary and I are delighted
to be with you tonight, honored to be a part
of your 150th anniversary.

When I appeared before your inter-
national convention a year ago, I said I would
be honored to help you celebrate this anni-
versary if you would help me get into a posi-
tion so that you would want me to help cele-
brate it. So tonight I thank you on two counts.

I am deeply honored to have been a part
of your Havdalah service. It is always a great
honor for me as a person of faith to be able
to share the spirituality of other Americans.
Far from being separate from the rest of your
life, the spirituality that is renewed by you
on every Sabbath infuses everything that you
do.

This ceremony has been observed in cap-
tivity and exile and in freedom, on every con-
tinent and in virtually every country, and yet
essentially it remains the same. And it is es-
pecially appropriate that we observe it here
this evening on the occasion of your 150th
anniversary on the steps of this memorial
dedicated to the father of religious freedom

in America, Thomas Jefferson, on the occa-
sion of the year in which we celebrate his
250th birthday and the 50th anniversary of
this Jefferson Memorial.

Jefferson attained a great deal of glory in
his life. He was known and revered around
the world. And yet when he died, he asked
that on his tombstone it be printed only that
he was the author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the founder of the University of
Virginia, and perhaps most of all, the author
of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Free-
dom. In other words, Jefferson understood
that in the end, the deepest power of all in
human affairs, the power of ideas and ideals.
In words inscribed just up these steps on this
memorial, he said, ‘‘Almighty God hath cre-
ated the mind free . . . No man shall be
compelled to frequent or support any reli-
gious worship or ministry or shall otherwise
suffer on account of his religious opinion or
belief, but all men shall be free to profess
and by argument to maintain their opinions
in matters of religion.’’

That simple premise on which our first
amendment is based is, I believe, the major
reason why here in America more people be-
lieve in God, more people go to church or
synagogue, more people put religion at the
center of their lives than in any other ad-
vanced society on Earth. Our Government
is the protector of freedom of every faith be-
cause it is the exclusive property of none.
Just as you keep the Sabbath separate to keep
it holy, we all keep our faiths free from Gov-
ernment coercion so that they can always be
voluntary offerings of free and joyous spirits.
And just as the Sabbath spirit illuminates
every day of your lives, Americans of every
faith try to take the values we learn from
our religions and put them to work in our
communities. No one has done that better
than the Americans who do the work of B’nai
B’rith.

From your founding a century and a half
ago—you may clap for yourselves; I think
that’s fine—[applause]—from your founding
a century and a half ago on the lower east
side of Manhattan, you’ve been dedicated to
community service, to individual responsibil-
ity, to the struggle against every form of big-
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